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Students turn eyesore into park

with community support

national sciencecontest,
aretired scienceteacher
andfour eighth grade

science students sparked afirethat
would spread throughout acommu-
nity. In September of 1997, the Na-
tiona Science Foundation contest
challenged four sudentsat Memorid
Park Middle School, amagnet
school in Fort Wayne, togofinda
problemintheir community andto
developaway to solveit. Stephanie
King, Kyle Taylor, Ben Amberg, and
Caitlin Swihart, caled the Lot Envi-
ronmentalists, chose an abandoned
gasstation property acrossthe street
fromtheir school to bethefocus of
their science project. They planned
to turn thiscommunity eyesoreintoa
community asset-apark.

Sincethe 1950sthe property has
housed agas station. The gasstation
closed over adecade ago, and the
underground storagetankswerere-
movedin 1988. Theon-sitebuildings
weredemolishedin 1997. Thecur-
rent owner bought the property hop-
ing to build arestaurant or apartment
building on-site. Adjacent tothe
property isadrycleaners. GAl Con-
sultants, Inc. performed an environ-
mental site assessment onthe prop-
erty inthe spring of 1998. Both sub-

surface soil and ground water
samplesweretaken as part of the
assessment. Theresultsof theinves-
tigation found no contaminantsat
levelsthat would poseany risk to
human health or theenvironment.
Upon confirmationthat no
contaminantsexisted on-gite,
the Fort Wayne Community
SchoolsBoard entered into
an agreement withthe
property’sowner to lease
the property for $1 per year
over aten-year period.

Many people had their
doubtsthat such aninvolved project
could be completed by agroup of
young students. However, the dedi-
cation of the studentsand their
teacher and advisor, Larry Lesh, in-
spired the community to support
theminther efforts. AlthoughtheL ot
Environmentalists, who arenow in
high school, did not winthe National
Science Foundation contest, they
continued their quest toturnthis
brownfieldinto apark. Their efforts
included soliciting support fromthe
city, the school board, local organi-
zations, local businesses, and com-
munity members- from the Urban
Enterprise Associationtothelocal
Boy Scout troop. These contributors

provided ass stancewith surveying,
debrisremoval, landscapedesign,
congtruction, funding, plantingand
other activities. Support for this
project was provided through dona-
tionsof money, equipment, |abor,
expertiseand materials. TheMemo-
rial Park Middle School dsohelda
personalized brick saletoraisefunds
for the park. Therewere morethan
35 major contributorsto thisproject.
Thetotal project cost isestimated at
$70,000.

Summit Environmenta Park was
dedicated threeyearsafter the
project was started at the 20" Anni-
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http://www.in.gov/idem/land/brownfields/sstories/myerspetro.pdf

Current Activities

AN NG Y
Statewide brownfields
conference coming soon

In conjunction with the City of
Bloomington, IndianaUniversity
and other IndianaBrownfields
I nteragency Task Force member
agencies, IDEM isplanninga
statewide brownfiel dsconference
to beheldin Bloomington, tentatively
scheduled for spring 2001.

Themain purpose of the confer-
enceisto assemblevarious stake-
holdersfrom around Indianato share
local lessonslearned in brownfields
redevelopment. Thisasowill alow
the opportunity to showcase some
local and statewide brownfieds
SUCCESSES.

With therecent publication of the
IndianaBrownfiel ds Redevel opment
Resource Guide, astatewide
conference providesan excellent
opportunity to usethe Resource
Guideasatrainingmanual for the
“BrownfieldsBasics’ portionof the
conference, promoting it asauseful
tool to communities. The conference
asowill includeamoreadvanced
selection of common brownfields
redevel opment topicsto addressthe
widerange of stakeholder experi-
ence.
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Stakehol ders may attend other
brownfieldsconferencesheld around
the country with their respective mer-
its. However, thereisno subgtitute
for sharing resourcesand locdl les-
sonslearned with other Indiana
stakeholders—sowatch for more
information!

community

Housing and
Urban Development
brownfields initiative

Inthe minds of many, most prop-
ertiesthat peopleassociatewith
Brownfieldsareusudly industrial or
commercid innature. However,
many neighborhoodsthroughout the
state have aneed to redevel op and
revitaizeresidentia properties, as
well asto consider commercia prop-
ertiesfor conversioninto residential
Oones.

TheU.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) has
recently released Community 2020
software, availableon CD-ROM.
Community 2020isacommunity
planning tool containing censusdata,
information about HUD programsin
neighborhoods, aswell asother use-
ful toolsfor helping plan community
development activities.

Theprogram allowstheuser to
customize a2020 packagewithlocal
dataand expand it to include other
federal agency data. Italso alows
the user to access maps of states,
counties, block groups, census
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tracts, congressiond districtsand
more. HUD program dataisavail-
ableto describesuch thingsas
entitlement projectsand public

hous ng devel opment. Themap
library can make 100 multi-layered
mapsfor any location and customize
themwithloca data, calculationsand

map styles.

By using Community 2020, one
can develop acommunity profileby
viewing thedemographic characteris-
ticsof theindividuasand households
that make up the researched loca-
tion. Thereare seven modulesonthe
easy-to-use CD-ROM that will walk
theuser through al the servicesavall-
ableand basiclearning concepts.
Thetutoria isavailableat
www.hud.gov/epd/soft.html, which
followsHUD’sCommunity 2020
training manud. For any questions
about thetutorial or mapping soft-
ware, call (800) 998-9999 and ask
for Community 2020 Product Sup-

port.

NOW available!

State of the Environment

Call (800) 4J51-6027, press 0 and
ask for ext. 3-1044, or

call (317) 233-1044, or

access via the Internet at
www.state.in.us/idem

Contact information on back page



Interns 2000

versary celebration of Memoria
Park Middle School on May 10"
of thisyear. The park will been-
joyed by the neighborhood and
used by the school asan outdoor
classroom. A sundial wascon-
structed and donated by aretiree
from anearby community who
had bemoaned the sad condition
of today’syouth prior tolearning
about thisproject. Also, asculp-
turewas created and donated by
aformer Memoria Park Middle
School student. The plagueon
the scul pture reads: “ Our Summit
- e create our own summits.
Together we build as individu-

alsand visions becomereali-
ewould liketointroduce our 2000 graduateinternsfor ties.” Two Boy Scoutsearned
Wthe Brownfields Program. ChrisHester (| eft) and Carrie their Eagle Badgesfor assisting
Whesdler (right) were sel ected among 15 applicantsfrom withremova activitiesaspart of
IU’s Schoolsof Public and Environmental Affairs. Our graduateintern thisproject.
programisan excellent opportunity for graduate environmenta studies
studentsto gain experienceworking for the state environmental agency. It _ Noneof thestudentsthought
aso offersstudentsinsight into the state government. Studentsinterestedin thisproject would tekesolong to

applying for 2001 graduateintern positionsshould contact Michele Ortel. complete. They sometimes
thought about giving up, but their

dedicated advisor knew they
could makeit happen.

“I think our studentshave
been ableto open doorsthat our
adultswouldn’t have been ableto
open”, remarked Mr. Lesh. Belief
intheir project allowed these
studentsto opendoorsinthe
community. Thestudentsaccom-

Q: Canback property taxeson abrownfield sitebe

waived or canceled so alocal unit of government can obtain
tittetoasitein order tofacilitateitsredevelopment?

O

A The State Board of Tax Commissionersmay cancel plished agreat dedl for their
any property taxesassessed against real property owned by a community, aswell asfor them-
county, township, city or town per IndianaCode 6-1.1-36-7. A selves. Thissuccessiul project
petition must be submitted by the auditor, assessor and treasurer of provesthat community supportis
the county inwhich thebrownfield property islocated requesting key to brownfieldsredevelop-
that the Board cancel thetaxes. ment. Thispark could not have

been created without the support
and involvement of the commu-

nity.

_/
a
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Site Highlight

Brownfields remediation
funding - a public-private
partnership

By W. Calvin Kelly, Program Manager,
Indiana Development Finance Authority

BrownfidldsLLC, a
Bloomington-based company that
focuseson brownfieldsredevel op-
ment, hasundertaken abrownfield
project that will bethefirst of its
kindinthestate. Theproject’s
unique character semsfromits
public-privatefinancing partnership
that included Monroe County,
BrownfieldsLLCandthelndiana
Development Finance Authority
(IDFA).

Thebrownfield property isthe
former RCI RecyclingPlant on Old

State Road 37 south of Bloomington.

Former operationsat thefour-acre
steby ascrap metal recycling com-
pany resulted inlead and cadmium
contaminationinthesoilsat thedte;
yearsof neglect and abandonment
alsoleft thesiteovergrown and
further added to the perception of
ma or contamination. Thelandwas
purchased at acounty tax sale by
BrownfieldsLLCin 1996 and as-
sessed by IDEM through a
Brownfield Environmenta Assess-
ment. Following the IDEM assess-
ment, the project’ senvironmental
concernswere considered to be
eas |y addressed through the course
of normal remediation procedures.
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Thisknowledgealowed
BrownfieldsL L Cto approach the
Monroe County Commissionersand
IDFA withaplan. That proposa
plan, thefirst of itskind, involved
theissuanceof alow-interest
brownfieldsremediationloanfrom
IDFA to Monroe County. The
remediation loan would bedrawn
fromthe statesBrownfield Revolving
L oan Fund, which was established
in 1997 by the IndianaGeneral
Assembly. Sincetheloan program
only allowsfor remediation|loansto
local unitsof government,
BrownfieldsL L C proposed that
Monroe County re-loan the money
specifically for useonthe RCI
project, following mutualy agreed
upon plansand goals.

Thiscresative approach was
viewed by all towork perfectly
withinthefund guiddines, whiledill
injecting cleanup money into private
projects. After Monroe County
receiveditsloanfrom IDFA, it
executed a separate | oan agreement
with BrownfieldsL L C, thereby
obtaining asecurity interestinthe
project. Thisuniquefinancing model

hasbeen well received by other mu-
nicipdities. Sincetheloanwasmade
toMonroe County inlate 1999,
morethan $625,000 in additional
remediation loan funding hasbeen
made availableto other private
brownfield projectsusingthe
Monroe County gpproach. The
property iscurrently inIDEM'’s
Voluntary Remediation Program.

Additiond questionsregarding
satefunding assstancefor a
brownfield project can be submitted
toCavinKély, IDFA Brownfield
Program Manager, at (317) 233-
4332.

R Mark Your Calendars!

1
w Indiana Brownfields

Assessment Grants 2000

August 18, 2000
Application Deadline

National Brownfields Conference
Brownfields 2000

October 11-13, 2000
Atlantic City Convention Center
Atlantic City, New Jersey

[B rownfiel

37

Comfort and Sites
Status letters issued*

Assessments
completed

Score
Card

Prograrm j

(1~

Grants awarded

26 & [

Loans approved

*IDEM’s Brownfields Program no longer issues No Further Action letters. Site Status letters
have been developed to answer environmental site status questions.
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In Brief

Private developer with

environmental concerns

If youareaprivateentity looking
for low-interest money to helpwith
cleanup onabrownfield property,
look no further. Aspart of theU.S.
Environmenta Protection Agency’s
BrownfieldsRedevel opment Initia
tive, IDEM hasmoney availableto
loandirectly to privateentities. The
Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan
Fundisavailablefor non-timecritica
removals. A total of $350,000is
availableat interest ratesranging
from 2.5 percent to 3 percent. But
don't hesitate, thefund will only be
availablethrough September 2000.
For moreinformation, contact
MicheleOrtdl.

March 2000 Brownfields Site
Assessment Grants
awarded

X
OnMarch 21, eight N

communitieswereawarded Indiana
Brownfields Site Assessment Grants
throughthe BrownfieldsRemediation
Revolving Loan Fund. A total of 10
grant applicationswerereviewed by
IDFA, Department of Commerce
and IDEM gtaff; IDEM and IDFA
are continuing to work with two of
thecommunities(City of Frankfort
and Town of Bluffton) that applied
for grantsfromthisround. Thedeci-
sionto award funding was acoop-
erativeeffort by thesethree state
agencies, thetota grant amount
awarded isapproximately $217,000.
Proposed brownfield projectsutiliz-
ing thesegrant fundsrangefroman
abandoned gas stationto aproperty
for Habitat for Humanity housing.
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Followingisalist of those com-

munitieswiththeir respectivegrant
award amounts:
Political subdivisionsand
amounts awarded
Town of Sheridan --------------------- $ 22,260
City of Seymour -------=--===-nzmmn--- $ 27,045
City of Warsaw ---------=--==--==---- $ 31,721
Town of Winamac ----------=---=----- $ 14,597
City of Terre Haute ------------------ $ 39,500
City of Evansville --------------------- $ 31,105
Monroe County ---------------------- $ 11,560
(with Habitat for Humanity)
City of Indianapolis --------=--------- $ 39,984

Brownfields Loans
approved

[N

OnMarch 21, the City of
Mishawakawas approved to receive
anIndianaBrownfieldsLoantotaing
$1.3millionthroughthe Brownfields
Remediation Revolving Loan Fund.
Fundingisfor brownfields
remediation and redevelopment,
specifically asbestos abatement and
demoalition, a theformer Uniroyal
gte. Seven communitieshave been
approvedto receive Brownfields
Loansto date; thetotal amount of
loans approved is $2,065,000.

Followingisalist of al communi-
tieswith their respectiveloan

amountsapproved:
Political subdivisionsand
amounts approved

City of Ft. Wayne -------------------- $500,000
Town of Pierceton ------------------- $ 50,000
Town of Kewanna -------------------- $ 50,000
Monroe County --------===-===n===--- $ 50,000
City of Lafayette -----------==--==----- $ 65,000
Town of Pierceton ------------------- $ 50,000
City of Mishawaka --------------- $ 1,300,000
TOTAL AMOUNT

APPROVED -----=-====-=mnmmnme- $ 2,065,000
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Issues

Brownfields and bankrupcy

Bankruptcy isalegal proceeding
inwhich the assets of aperson or
company are collected and pre-
served for distributionto creditorsin
auniformmanner. However, if a
bankrupt entity owns contaminated
property, thisproperty isoften pre-
sumed to bealiability rather thanan
asset. It may betreated by the credi-
torsand the bankruptcy court asa
hot potato, ending up back inthe
hands of the bankrupt entity (with no
money for cleanup) or smply aban-
doned.

These contaminated properties
areprimeexamplesof brownfields.
However, bankruptcy proceedings
provideaframework for remediation
and redevel opment that does not
typicaly exist for other brownfields
Creditors (who havethe power to
make decisionsabout theallocation
of assets) haveaninterestinturning
the debtor’sliabilitiesinto assets.
Government entitiesareusudly d-
ready involved because most debtors
owe back taxes. Thus, governments
canwield someinfluenceover the
decisiontoredevel op rather than
abandon property. They may en-
courageredevelopment by providing
Steassessmentsand loansfor rede-
velopment.

Therisk of liability isaso
reduced in bankruptcy becausea
debtor or trustee actually ownsthe
contaminated property. All remedial
work may be done before ownership
istransferred, thuseliminating the
ligbility of thecreditors.

Contact information on back page
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beyond the state.

A brownfield siteisan industrial or commercial property that is

BrownfieldsBulletin ispublished quarterly by the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management to inform local government officials, business representatives and interest
groups about brownfields redevelopment initiatives and success stories from within and

abandoned, inactive or underutilized due to actual or perceived envi-

ronmental contamination.

IDEM’soverall missionisto make Indianaacleaner, healthier place

tolive. IDEM’sbrownfieldsinitiative hel pscommunitiesremove
barriers for sustainable growth.

Commentsand ideasare welcome; e-mail IDEM Brownfields
Program Chief DanaReed Wise. To get onthemailinglist, call

(800) 451-6027, press0 and ask for ext. 3-1044, or call (317) 233-1044.

Who Can Help

Technical and educational assistance
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
Brownfields Program Staff (listed at right)
100 N. Senate Ave., Suite 1101
P.O. Box 6015
Indianapolis, IN 46206-6015
www.state.in.us/idem/olq/brownfields

Financial assistance
Indiana Development Finance Authority
Calvin Kelly, Program Manager
1 N. Capitol, Suite 320
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 233-4332
e-mail: ckelly@idfa.state.in.us
www.state.in.us/idfa
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Dana Reed Wise
Section Chief

Sandy Bardes
Secretary

MicheleOertel
Senior Environmental Manager

KyleHendrix
Environmental Manager

Dan Chester son
Environmental Manager

L aNetta Alexander
Environmental Manager

Keith Veal
Environmental Manager

Tracy Concannon
Environmental Scientist

Thomas W. Baker
Attorney

IDEM Brownfields Program Staff

dreedwis@dem.state.in.us
(317) 233-2773

shardes@dem.state.in.us
(317) 233-2570

moertel @dem.state.in.us
(317) 234-0235

khendrix@dem.state.in.us
(317) 232-8867

dchester@dem.state.in.us
(317) 232-4402

lalexand@dem.state.in.us
(317) 233-1504

kved @dem.state.in.us
(317) 233-1520

tconcann@dem.state.in.us
(317) 233-2801

twbaker@dem.state.in.us
(317) 233-1207

IDEM’s toll-free number: (800) 451-6027, press 0 and ask
for aperson by name or number, or dial direct.
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